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John's View 

The QuanTEM family continues to grow.  Many of you have
met, or at least talked with Ingrid, head of marketing at
QuanTEM Foods. She also works to support QuanTEM
Laboratories' marketing and sales efforts. 
 
 The reason I mention Ingrid is because she and her family
just welcomed in their new son, Emil Andres, last Saturday.
Mother and baby are both doing fine although it's already
bothering Ingrid that she isn't on the phone talking with clients.
She'll also have to miss the first couple of trade conferences.
Knowing Ingrid as well as I do I'm sure she will be back at it in
short order, although mostly working from home for a while.
 
Speaking of trade conferences, if you have plans to attend the upcoming IAQA or
EIA conferences we'd love to have you stop by and say hello. We'll be at IAQA
Booth #1109 and EIA Booth #203. Hopefully we'll get a chance to meet with you.
 
Congratulations Ingrid and hurry back,
 
John Barnett,
President
 
QuanTEM Laboratories

http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=0018KnxzvfnfsnZvMpCCRunSw%3D%3D&ch=&ca=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuOx52NOa2jv-qWihalh8J1Gy5h-reANRwk7lptDLrfsa64E3WqIqTyae1dUKHIFiDzyu8Nc0XdRmJJ8WlAN8Ok3Bry9yrXMHI6Byo8EyjiOfpdscRxoQxwk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAjioSs2axemjBoRF7dKwB2gycZG92tKtapMyLu1mcSDlU6HYTIHd21BJriRdI9-erPzsO8W2qeKJg2Tb0V-7Jfhq9MOxDsdnJESlMwNcSRcAy3MhTTfEU9Q3YxK5EUNSvXKOJ9PB5JfI7FjiI7zPMuUxio0A54JwA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAjioSs2axemjBoRF7dKwB2gycZG92tKtapMyLu1mcSDlU6HYTIHd21BJriRdI9-erPzsO8W2qeKJg2Tb0V-7Jfhq9MOxDsdnJESlMwNcSRcAy3MhTTfEU9Q3YxK5EUNSvXKOJ9PB5JfI7FjiI7zPMuUxio0A54JwA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAjioSs2axemjBoRF7dKwB2gycZG92tKtapMyLu1mcSDlU6HYTIHd21BJriRdI9-erPzsO8W2qeKJg2Tb0V-7Jfhq9MOxDsdnJESlMwNcSRcAy3MhTTfEU9Q3YxK5EUNSvXKOJ9PB5JfI7FjiI7zPMuUxio0A54JwA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAjioSs2axemR2IE0KLMUYEsZgwHR53CWRW7m_w6XvEKNWak_sAZOmn1rosIEVLLztG0shJ0St6w1sWqBEUvz79pMffYlI2Qh506JUDAH74gxeaZGkw2QnBI-UvRch1DSQR9lV1L_iBf6SERtvIj7W3CGu1gw75yfsnwPw65MvcUNEibrF2erWQnWh6V_cd5gDJrjbs-nIKqAZE70rpnoek7xeW3V3Ki_-MTXulp4kqyl51c8NTpVQ8J_AVJT6PuWUo7yazWrbM1oECD-Qp95554RJZHPa-I3Q==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAjioSs2axemkMqjyPLxtBFryQKQRTfacPzNPiQJTJx-vUU9uKhBrIw07sugeGEaOX-pRhD6pIoF0HkGp6SieDLv0r1wY6VeshVBywpwlPETBbN0NMNPCY5UJxwPjRr-sVHKNbx4cmnlD5lNetQ2gD-RoBGseD8nm7I6hP8L8_Zv&c=&ch=


Photo by Lukas Gojda /
Shutterstock.

 April 15th - 17th 
Oklahoma City, OK 

Email  marketing@quantem.com
or Click Here to register

Monthly Musing
 

 

"Confidence is the hinge on the
door to success."

Quick Links

QuanTEM Online 

Testing Supplies 

Forms & Accredidations

 
Order Supplies

QuanTEM Food Safety Laboratories  

Heavy Metal Valentine: Is There Lead in Your
Chocolate?
By Elizabeth Grossman, http://civileats.com/

We've begun to expect unusual flavors like
chili, salt, and lavender in chocolate. But there
might be another surprising addition to your
Valentine's Day sweets: heavy metals.
 
According to the consumer health
watchdog As You Sow, there's a good chance
that chocolate you buy may contain lead or

cadmium. Lab test results obtained by the group examined 42 products, 26 of
which contained lead and/or cadmium at levels above what the state of California
considers safe. The brands that tested positive for heavy metals included
Hershey's, Mars, Ghiradhelli, Godiva, See's, Lindt, Whole Foods, and Green and
Black's.
 
Some of the chocolate tested contained lead at levels up to 5.9 times California's
"safe harbor" level-or the maximum allowable daily limit-for reproductive harm,
and found cadmium at levels up to 8.2 times the limit. Read more

Porches an Overlooked Lead Hazard
By Mark Michaud, mark_michaud@urmc.rochester.edu

A new study in the journal Environmental Health
indicates that porches in older homes can be a
significant source of lead dust and that housing
regulations - which have been instrumental in
lower rates of lead poisoning in recent years -
need to be adapted to meet this threat to
children's health. 

  "This study shows that porches are an important potential source of lead
exposure for children," said Katrina Korfmacher, Ph.D. director of theCommunity
Outreach and Engagement Coreof the University of Rochester Medical Center
Environmental Health Sciences Center and a co-author of the study. "It is
becoming clear that porch dust lead can be effectively reduced through repairs,
cleaning, and maintenance." Read more

 

In Nevada, a Controversy in the Wind
By Deborah Blum, www.nytimes.com
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Quick News

High school student earns only perfect
score in world on AP  Environmental
Science test 
By Alex Lear, The Forecaster 

Morse High
School student
Balt von Huene,
right, with
teacher Eric
Varney,
achieved the

only perfect score in the world last spring on the
Advanced Placement Environmental Science
exam. Read More

Google Announces Global Science Fair
with Grand Prize of $50K
by Kassondra Granata, Education World
Contributor

Google has announced the kickoff of its fifth
annual Google Science Fair, where the winner
will receive a $50,000 scholarship, among other
prizes. Students have until May 18 to submit
their projects.

Read More

For the past few years, the geologists Brenda
Buck and Rodney Metcalf have combed the
wild terrain of southern Nevada, analyzing its
stony dunes and rocky outcroppings - and to
their dismay, tallying mounting evidence of a
landscape filled with asbestos.
 

Asbestos occurs naturally in many parts of the country, mostly in the West but
also along some mountain ranges in the East. But in Nevada, the scientists
found, natural erosion and commercial development were sending the fibers into
the wind.
 
Worried about the possible health risks, Dr. Buck and Dr. Metcalf, professors of
geoscience at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, reached out to experts in
asbestos-related diseases. With data from Nevada's cancer registry, an
epidemiologist prepared a preliminary report that outlined what she felt was a
troubling pattern of mesothelioma - a cancer often related to asbestos exposure
- among residents of the affected areas.
 
But if the scientists expected to be applauded by state officials for their initiative,
they were mistaken. Read more

The 3 strangest facts about all that bacteria
on the New York City subway
By Erin Brodwin, Business Insider

Thanks to a new study, we now know that we
share our commutes with around 600 different
species of bacteria" including some that have
been linked with everything from food poisoning
to meningitis.
 
Other, far less harmful subway residents

include the microbes found in mozzarella cheese and bacteria found in garbanzo
beans (the main ingredient in falafel), which reveal a striking pattern of
commuting-while-snacking.
 
While there are questions about whether this kind of DNA fingerprinting yields
accurate results, the new study, led by Weill Cornell Medical College geneticist
Chris Mason, includes a host of irresistibly fascinating information about the
microbes that are sharing your subway ride. Read more

Asbestos interferes with Camden demolitions
By Kevin Shelly, http://www.courierpostonline.com/

Nearly a month ago, Tricon Enterprises began
the first phase of Camden's long-awaited plans
to demolish nearly 600 derelict buildings. 

Ironically, before beginning with clearing the
rubble Friday morning, Tricon workmen put up
tape that reads: "DANGER ASBESTOS
HAZARD." The warning tape raises many questions.
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If asbestos was present in the abandoned home, it should have been
removed before the demolition.If that had been done, there would be no need for
asbestos caution tape, according to a source versed in asbestos removal
procedure.

And if removal was not done first, but asbestos was present, then the entire load
of construction debris would need to be taken to an authorized landfill, which
dramatically increases the price of disposal.  Read more

Lead Exposure May Be Bigger Threat to
Boys Than Girls
By Robert Preidt, HealthDay Reporter

Hormones may explain why lead exposure is
less likely to cause brain damage in girls than in
boys, researchers report.
 
Specifically, the female hormones estrogen and
estradiol may help protect against lead's
harmful effects on the frontal areas of the brain,

according to the findings published recently in the Journal of Environmental
Health.
 
"The study supports existing research suggesting that estrogen and estradiol in
females may act as neuroprotectants against the negative impacts of
neurotoxins," study author Maya Khanna, a psychology professor at Creighton
University, said in a university news release.
The study included 40 children. They were between the ages of 3 and 6, and all
lived in an area of Omaha considered the largest residential lead clean-up site in
the United States. The area has high levels of lead contamination in the soil due
to emissions from a lead refinery that operated there for 125 years.
 
Also, many homes in the area are old and still have lead-based paint.
 
The researchers found that 23 of the children had elevated blood lead levels.
Boys with elevated lead levels scored low on tests of memory, attention and
other thinking abilities. Girls with elevated lead levels did not do as poorly on the
tests, according to the study. Read more

Robots zapping germs at Baptist Health
hospitals
By Ashley Mitchem, http://www.news4jax.com/

Baptist Health Jacksonville has a new high-tech
tool in its infection-prevention toolkit: Germ-
zapping robots that use ultraviolet light to
destroy bacteria, viruses, mold and other
pathogens. 
The robots are part of a new effort to keep both
patients and visitors from catching illnesses
they don't already have.
 
"It's an added tool that will cleanse the room, if you will, in terms of reducing
infection opportunities," said Michael Mayo, hospital president of Baptist Medical
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Center Jacksonville
 
Mayo said it's not a substitute for cleaning the room. It's just added protection to
make the hospital as sanitary as possible. 
The robots are sent in to both operating rooms and patient rooms after cleaning
crews do their jobs.
 
"In five minutes we are able to kill things like C-Diff that are very hard to kill that
takes bleach 10 minutes to kill and that's because it's able to fry the DNA of the
bacteria or virus," said Rachael Sparks, technical director for Xenex Disinfection
Services. Read more
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