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Hello everyone,
 
July is now over and August is upon us.  It won't be long
before summer will start to wane, so if you like the hot
weather you'd better get out and enjoy it while you can.  I
would caution against flying to Orlando before school is back
in session though. Holy Cow, I didn't know they could pack
that many kids on one plane for summer vacation.
 
Moving on; I'm reading a book called " Thirteeners: Why Only
13 Percent of Companies Successfully Execute Their
Strategy--and How Yours Can Be One of Them," by Daniel F.
Prosser.

Obviously, it's a business self-help book and so far I've found it to be interesting
with some good ideas. Mr. Prosser hammers on the value of good communication
and the importance of being connected.  He also talks about the value of conflict.  At
one point he points out a study on marriage by Drs. Harvelle Hendrix and Helen
LaKelly-Hunt, where they state that conflict in marriage is natural and expected. 
 
"Incompatibility is actually the foundation of a successful marriage," they state.
 
The same is true for organizations.  Without conflict, we become accustomed to
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Google's Street View
cars have been quietly
testing air pollution 
By  Katie Fehrenbacher,
http://fortune.com/

While Google's Street View cars have
been busy snapping images of roads
across the globe, including some of the
most remote locations on Earth, a small
handful of the smart vehicles have
been quietly gathering data on
something that's much harder to see:
air pollution.
 
Three of Google's Street View cars
were equipped with sensors from San
Francisco startup Aclima and the
roving sensor-laden vehicles spent a
month driving around Denver last year,
testing the air quality. The cars spent
750 hours on the city's streets and

equilibrium and try not to "rock the boat," yet without conflict (or chaos), any
complex, evolving system - whether it's a marriage or an organization - withers and
dies.
 
Prosser goes on to say that, "Diversity of opinion leads to the innovation that
increases the asset value of an organization." 
 
It sounds to me that a little diversity of opinion is good for our businesses, so to
those of you who tend to "rock the boat" on occasion; my hat's off to you.
 
Have a great day,
 
John Barnett

Judge slams NYCHA officials for not showing up to
hearing addressing cleanup of toxic mold in public
housing 
By Greg B. Smith, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

A judge overseeing NYCHA's flailing efforts to clean up its
toxic mold problem ripped into agency officials for being
no-shows at a hearing Friday.
 
A lone NYCHA lawyer showed up, but none of the top
brass appeared in Manhattan Federal Court to answer
why they've failed to live up to a 2013 promise to abate
mold in decrepit apartments.
 
"Why wouldn't some policy-making, decision-making official of NYCHA be here?"
fumed Judge William Pauley. "I can't believe they have more important things to
do." Read more

1,000 kids diagnosed with lead poisoning in 2014 
By Larry Yellen, http://www.myfoxchicago.com/

Lead-based paints were banned in 1978, and still one
thousand Chicago children were diagnosed with lead
poisoning just last year. 
 

Rates in Chicago are four times the national average.
 
"I just don't like it when he touches the walls, cause he'll touch his hands, lick his
hands," said mother Samirah Hall.
 
Some Chicago mothers fear their children will get lead poisoning, while others
recall childhood friends who did.
 
"He had a problem, because he ate lead. And his mom wasn't aware that he had
eaten it until it was too late. And it affected him his whole life," said Chicagoan
resident Shawnte Burton.
 
His whole life might have changed if years ago researchers had the tools that
are being used now to predict which neighborhoods, even which homes, were
most likely to contain lead poisoning hazards.
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collected 150 million data points about
levels of various air pollutants, many of
them caused directly and indirectly by
gas-powered cars and fossil fuel-
based power plants. The test was done
in collaboration with NASA and the
Environmental Protection Agency.
 
A key point of the test was to validate
seven-year-old Aclima's environmental
sensor tech, which is a first step for the
startup to offer the environmental
sensors more widely. The company
uses algorithms, big data analytics and
machine learning to make its sensor
data highly accurate. The company
also makes it own hardware and has
been developing what it says is the
world's smallest particulate matter
sensor in collaboration with the EPA
and Lawrence Berkeley National Lab.
Read more
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4 Brands Of Crayons Contain Asbestos, Report
Finds 
By Tara Culp-Ressler, http://thinkprogress.org

Several brands of crayons and toy detective kits
have tested positive for asbestos, a
knowncarcinogen, according to a report released
this week by an environmental group that's
advocating for the government to crack down on
the substance.
 
Products that tested positive for asbestos were all manufactured in China and
imported to the United States. The toys essentially contain microscopic asbestos
fibers that children may end up inhaling as they use them.

 
The risk of asbestos exposure from the products tested - which include crayons
marketed with the popular characters Mickey Mouse, the Power Rangers, and
the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles - is relatively low. But environmental
researchers and health experts argue that children shouldn't be around
asbestos all, particularly since the government has acknowledged there's no
"safe" level of exposure. Read more

River bacteria that killed Mechanicsville man
identified
By Laura Kebede, Richmond Times-Dispatch

The river bacteria that contributed to the death of a
Mechanicsville man last week has been identified
as Vibrio vulnificus, a health official said.

 
Charlie Horner, 75, died after a cut from a catfish

barb became infected with the bacteria Saturday at the Rappahannock River in
Essex County. His leg was amputated Monday to stall the spread of the
infection, but he died two days later.

Horner's was the first death of 2015 reported in Virginia attributed to Vibrio
vulnificus. There have been 17 cases so far this year, five of which were from
wound infections, according to preliminary state data.
 
Vibrio vulnificus naturally occurs in brackish and salt water, especially during the
warmer months, including in parts of the James River as it mixes with salt water
from the Chesapeake Bay. Its prevalence peaks in July because the bacteria
replicates faster in warmer water. It can enter the bloodstream through open
wounds or cuts, or when a person eats contaminated shellfish.
 
Up to 11 cases of Vibrio vulnificus were confirmed by the Virginia Department of
Health in 2014, and eight in each of the two years prior. Nationwide, there are
about 95 cases, 85 hospitalizations and 35 deaths each year for Vibrio
vulnificus, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Read
more
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information contained in this
education/information service. 

State fails to meet guidelines on lead in homes 
By David Abel, www.bostonglobe.com

Three years after federal health officials cut by half the
amount of lead in a child's blood that they said warrants
medical attention, Massachusetts has yet to tighten its
standards.
 
As a result, thousands of children in the state may be at greater risk of lead
poisoning, which can cause learning disabilities, behavioral problems, and in the
worst cases, even death, public health advocates and lawmakers say.
 
Last year, nearly 5,000 children in Massachusetts tested positive for what the
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention considers to be elevated lead
levels, according to the state Department of Public Health.

 
"It's just astounding that we continue to not follow these recommendations, which
were very, very clear," said Wendy Heiger-Bernays, an associate professor of
environmental health at the Boston University School of Public Health. "There's
no excuse." Read more

N.J. man sentenced for lying about church
asbestos removal 
By Matt Gray, NJ.com

A Voorhees man was sentenced to one year and a
day in prison Tuesday for claiming he had removed
asbestos from a former church when he never
actually did the work, according to the U.S.
Department of Justice.
 
Ronen Bakshi, 54, submitted false documents to the City of Philadelphia's Air
Management Services office in connection with a project to remove asbestos-
containing material from a former church at 1133 Spring Garden St.
 
Bakshi billed the non-profit owner of the property for work he never performed,
authorities said. Read more

NY Governor Signs Legislation to Protect Workers
and Homeowners Involved in Mold Assessment,
Remediation and Abatement 
By WorkersCompensation.com 

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today was honored by
the NYS Laborers and the NYS Pipefitters and
Plumbers at their respective events in Warren
County. The Governor was presented with the
"Champion of Organized Labor" award by the
Laborers and the "NY Builder" award by the

Pipefitters and Plumbers. These awards come on the heels of the
Governor's presentation of a comprehensive vision to transform LaGuardia
airport.
Additionally, the Governor also signed legislation to protect workers who are
involved in the cleanup of mold from harm. The law modifies and improves upon
a new licensing requirement for contractors and workers engaged in the
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assessment, remediation and abatement of mold. Read more

Lead Contamination Near Exide Plant May Be
Worse Than Previously Thought 
By Randy Paige, http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/

Lead contamination near the Exide Technologies
battery-recycling facility in Vernon could be far worse
than previously thought.
 
According to environmental health experts, the
contamination goes far beyond areas previously known.
 
Last year, two residential areas within the toxic emissions of the nearby facility
were tested and widespread contamination was found.
 
The state department of Toxic Substances Control required Exide to remove the
dirt from the yards of contaminated homes. The two initial areas, north and south
of the plant, contained slightly more than 200 homes.

 
John Froines, a noted professor emeritus of toxicology at the UCLA School of
Public Health, says the amount of contamination in the expanded areas is equal
to the contamination in the first two assessment areas - enough lead to poison
children who live there.
"There's no question children are at risk and significantly so," he said.
Read more

Federal Asbestos Regulations Failed To Be Met At
An Iowa High School 
By Jillian Duff, http://www.mesothelioma.com/

Construction workers at George Washington Senior
High School in Cedar Rapids failed to meet
asbestos removal regulations. As a result, fibers
from the hazardous material became airborne and
now the school is closed for further abatement and

testing.
 
According to the Cedar Rapids Community School District's Manger of Buildings
and Grounds Rob Kleinsmith, construction was occurring to finish the third and
final year of replacing the school's heating and ventilation system when the
asbestos was discovered.
 
"Someone did something incorrectly," said Department of Natural Resources
Environmental Specialist Tom Wuehr. "These are highly regulated
processes...somewhere along the line, regulations were not being
followed." Read more
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuOQEn2xz5JL5EvLSZ2cf3xTqvgboXCByUZ0DLlvVUbUQvJMpnMlN5nWxQymBdJjVWkX-M3pkLbJpljAaXeDj7ll-VYfdzZDrUJZpSu_TD0Y49ETd2i2RDuTB4aPBiRF2nFXbVx03D8iS_o7wsWtXRcgbLbRimq_Gwp4zwB_q_NjK9hfucVTdkeXRfEtWhHznfj1njj-KAOmEwcJeSYCO4MDfTxwo_dFxnNlZgHQrRPDYndRo8apXGnpRcdFdWGxe5lAoCx4FAAECadkdIaFFjYgLmyhHETClFKYzbmdGWNrJmefh6NX4kFGYuyFoQ_t3AlakLm6DsVWp7e5FotcsRUQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuOQEn2xz5JL5KahmX6nYJop_sVgBztvYxaprEdxbkUixacOKE6YtABCluBZpgDMEZrFE5vElEP26m4ewvIXr3i_cbys3TV54HcpnVmmofztUtZYiPhUJa8HDC5hoKkeYAg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuOQEn2xz5JL5p_WX_doVPYmLbXKksNDcvbPIml1QoWtPy8kWBrsYaZiDHxgTooafK5KvVh_y3Tgd9v-QmckckANF7Ra2rOOvvtklhRTnWEEHCOSmn-1YaVGR7fWGekDG85Zxg6qGXwjuZhujQcKjUFt2lxk1yC512Tl8wdsdUGOcnLjsLtBkFBOfQSPJddgKjPGjSewyrcBfe69ORgut-A0iSR5B4rRQ2h4pcnEg0jUUnV81IWJx8i69GdZLdzLY6w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuOQEn2xz5JL5s6x-9WyTHbxJadOTTELdg4VHARcoprcn7Oys7sjgcosrmbNQs2BwY5Oy8O-qVrIfZZ8IJVZTkMz8ygOv9pp3_XyR5RHx9a1j-JY96yFHojKU0ZHCFcBoMw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuOQEn2xz5JL5MqB8ZlAw8Y4GGDuWEf-3QZCkJ_pozJ6AMgHD3868O2j4R9yNKhdDodf5avJ2BY65uxO_u2SmYp36ovV2ml8wsgA9KHI609i3U-eufUDYFXQkirZ2saNrPbuVedexRokasQMqCeNrXa0FJ-uQak-6BFxekK_JB1pQlV2JyKyC_zO6Zn_TeRgTIfKWWRrCV9ddWVbn6Xw23btXBAn3zl_y3rtPZiEOoBrcUC_rHkeOmFkzrR6TeyZKlrh8acV4_LZR&c=&ch=

